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DRAWING FOR THE ABSOLUTE AND TERRIFIED BEGINNER | INTRO  
May 5 – June 23, 2020 
Tuesdays 6-8 pm (8 lessons) 
Instructor: Maya Hum   
Contact: maya@mayahum.com 
 
Description: This course offers a comfortable and encouraging introduction to the elements of traditional 
Drawing. We will practice your observational skills while studying shade, mass, values, line, still life, portraits, 
landscape, and more! Learn simple tips and tricks that make a difference in how you see and draw, creating a 
solid foundation for future artwork.   
 
Materials for the first day: 

• Sketchbook: It can be one you already own and have started. A handful of loose plain pages of paper 
will also suffice. 

• A set of hard to soft drawing pencils. Look for a set that says it has a range from 2H to 8B if possible. It 
should be clearly marked on the packaging. Again, if you are unable get a set, collect any pencils you 
already own, and we can work with that.  

• Pencil sharpener 

• Regular white erasure 

• Optional: Grey kneadable eraser 

• I will discuss the rest of the course materials and any questions you might have on the first day.  
 
General Course outline: 

Lesson # Goals/Projects 

1 Introduction: Materials and mediums, how to make your own sighting tools 
Warm-up exercises: Recording your present drawing skills, Blind contour drawing, Line and 
shading 
Project: Paper bag exercise 
Materials: Sketchbook/paper to draw on, drawing pencils, erasures, sharpener 
 

2 Breaking visual conflicts part I:  Tips and tricks. Draw what you see! 
Warm-up exercises: shading, upside down project 
Project: gridding/scaling  
Materials: Sketchbook/paper to draw on, drawing pencils, erasures, sharpener, ruler 
Optional: tape (painter’s tape, masking tape, scotch tape…) 
 

3 Breaking visual conflicts part II  
Warm up exercises: positive and negative space 
Project: Still life from photo 
Materials: Sketchbook/paper to draw on, drawing pencils, erasures, sharpener. 
 

4 Composition and Still Life from objects of your choosing 
Warm up exercises: various quick warm-up drawing exercises  
Project: Draw still life 
Materials: drawing pencils/paper to draw on, erasures, sharpener, sighting tools, 1-3 still life 
objects (keep it simple!) 
 

5 Facial features 
Warm-up exercises: drawing eyes 
Project: facial feature study 
Materials: Sketchbook/paper to draw on, drawing pencils, erasures, sharpener, mirror 
Optional: Ruler, geometry set, sight stick 
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6 Portraiture: Proportions, drawing what you see. 

Warm-up exercises:  Facial structure and basic measurement techniques 
Project: Celebrity / family member portrait 
Materials: Sketchbook/paper to draw on, drawing pencils, erasures, sharpener, masking tape. 
Optional: A portrait of a celebrity/family member of your choice. Front eye level view. 
  

7 Drawing landscapes 
Project: landscapes of student’s choice 
Materials: Sketchbook/paper to draw on, drawing pencils, erasures, sharpener 
Optional: Masking tape, reference photos of landscapes, charcoal, conte crayon, pencil 
crayons, pastels, pencil crayons… 
 

8 Figurative drawing (hands) 
Group discussion and show and tell 
Materials: Sketchbook/paper to draw on, drawing pencils, erasures, sharpener 
 

 
Objectives: 

• To learn the fundamentals of drawing  

• To practice and build confidence in drawing from direct observation as well as develop your own 
approach and style of drawing. 

• To build a solid foundation for your artistic practice 
 
Supplies: 

1. Sketchbook (suggested APPROXIMATE size: 8 x 11” – it can be smaller or bigger. And it can be one 
you’ve already started drawing in. Again, loose pages of paper is also acceptable! 

2. White erasure 
3. Grey kneadable erasure (recommended but you can get by without one) 
4. Set of various hard to soft graphite pencils (2H-8B preferred) 
5. Pencil sharpener 
6. Scrap piece of paper  
7. Ruler 
8. Photo reference for a portrait 
9. Still life objects (example:  cups or bowls) 

 
Sighting tools (taught how to make your own in first class) 

1. View finder (1” x 1.5” hole) 
2. Plum line 
3. 10-12” straight stick (such as a dowel) 

 
Optional:  

1. Low tack masking tape 
2. Charcoal  
3. Conte crayon 
4. Colour pencils 
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FAQ 
 
 
How will this work? 
I will be using Zoom, an online video conferencing tool. It is a free application. * Although you do not 
necessarily need an account with Zoom to join a class, you do need to download the application. If you can, try 
it ahead of time (with the free plan) to become familiar with the application before class. Visit zoom.us and click 
‘Sign Up’ OR download the app on your smart phone or tablet device. 
 
Tips for online learning through Zoom: 

• Join your class a couple minutes early to ensure a proper connection. If you joined before the class 
officially starts you will be placed in a virtual “waiting room.” Just sit tight and the class will begin shortly! 

• Keep your Zoom application updated. (If you’ve had Zoom for a while, you may get a notification to 
update it the next time you use it.) 

• It is common practice to keep your microphone on mute. And unmute when you want to speak. This 
makes sure no unexpected sound disruptions occur in class. 

• Wearing headphones/ear buds appears to help with audio. 
 
Why are you using the Live online format? 
I have decided to use a Live Online Format for a few reasons. The main one is to stay physically distanced and 
safe during these times. But also, because they are synchronous events. That is, we will meet virtually at 
scheduled times to watch my live demonstrations, participate, receive feedback and basically learn together in 
real-time. As always, my students can communicate with each other and with me during the class time. I 
believe this is the best way to simulate the regular in-person classroom environment! (Not to mention you can 
take the class in your comfy clothes, have snacks near by, and there’s no commute to class!) 

What if I sign in to start the class, but nothing happens? 

• Check if you are still connected to the internet. If you have a slow connection, give it some time. 

• If the problem persists, restart your computer (or phone/table device and try again.) 

• There is also a rare chance that perhaps the instructor (me!) is either experiencing a very unexpected 
power failure or I have lost my internet connection. Keep trying to join in for a bit and hopefully my 
system will be back online. If it persists past 30 minutes, we will schedule a make up time. 
 

What kind of at home set up will provide the best learning experience? 

• Because these are art lessons, the bigger the screen the better. If possible, I would shy away from using 
your phones to join the lessons. 

• For traditional art lessons, have some decent table space and a comfortable chair to watch your lesson 
from. 
 

I sometimes have “bad” internet, what should I do? 
Here are some tips: 

• Make sure no one else is downloading/streaming content on your home network 

• Keep your video off. You can always turn it on temporarily if you want to show your instructor or your 
classmates your work. 

• Audio seems to work better when students wear headphones/earbuds. Alternatively, you can keep 
yourself on mute and unmute yourself when you want to answer/talk to the instructor or your classmates. 

• If you know there are parts of your house that has better internet connection than other parts, I suggest 
you set up your workspace there. 

 
 
 

https://zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/
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Do I have to show my face or speak during the class? 
You do not need to, but it is recommended. Most laptops, smartphones, tablets, and some desktops have a 
built-in camera and microphone already. Or you can use an external webcam connected to your computer. 
Having the ability to hear and see each other adds to the learning experience in a positive way. Students can 
easily share how their art is doing and ask questions. It is especially helpful for certain classes where I divide 
the class up into short discussion groups. 
However, you can always simply watch the lesson and follow along at home. There is a chat function for those 
who are not able to, or don’t want to use the audio/video options. And if the internet connection is slow, I may 
temporarily turn off student video to aid in the delivery of information. 

What are you doing to make sure the Zoom class is secure? 
I’ve gotten into the practice of using the suggested settings to prevent the security problems: Using a unique ID 
room # and password (that are not made public – they are sent via email after people register), enabling a 
waiting room, limit share screen capabilities, lock meeting once the session is underway… If you use Zoom 
currently, please make sure you are taking the necessary precautions.  

 
 


